Karine Leger, the leader of the project CIRTEAIR II for Delo

Narrower streets for less fine particles

European cities have different approaches to tackle air pollution and climate change and this will be addressed on the conference in Ljubljana – What it is good for climate it is not neccessarly good for air

Ljubljana – Karine Leger is representing  AIRPARIF which the lead partner in the project CITEAIR and therefor she is leading the propject. Within the project the european cities cooperate  – among them is  also Maribor and it is expected that Ljubljana will most probably join them  - with the aim to establish comparable and integrated greenhouse gases and air pollutants inventories.

What is the purpose of the CITEAIR II?

This is a project of european cities whit the main message on the importance of improvement of air quality, which however is a very hard task. In order to fulfill it and also to explain to the public why it is so important, the information shoud be presented uniformly and in an easy to undestand manner. We have found out that there is plenty of data, however it is not easy to present them and it is even more difficult to unify them. Within the project we are therefore preparing European index of air quality and forecasting of the air quality for a few days in advance and all this will be presented on web sites in all languages of the project partners. We would like to present both air pollutants as well as greenhouse gasses emissions. Within the third part of the project we are dealing with mobility and traffic where we will try to assess different approaches of modelling and regulating traffic flows. Currently there are 7 cities in the project but the new cities are getting involved.

Who is financing the project?

EU Commission and the partners, respectively cities. Within the project the cities are exchanging good practices and for this reason the conferences – as the one we are going to have here in Ljubljana today and tomorrow - are very important.

Slovenija has received from the EU Commission the last warning from the legal suit due to exceeded limits of emission of fine particles in many of its cities and towns…

As many other countries does, too.
What kind of air quality do we have in Europe?
Majority of the cities in Europe is facing with exceeded concentrations of fine particles. They are emitted based on burning of wood logs and from traffic, however they can also come from distant areas. Therefore it is not easy to act properly. The problem is manifold. In order to reduce fine particles from cars the fine particles filters have been added to diesel engines, but there are however more and more other relevant pollutants. At the same time EU is trying to increase the share of biofuels in order to reduce GHG emissions. What is however good for climate is not necessarily good for air? For those reasons the cooperation between cities, states and EU Commission is necessary to find appropriate measures.

Should the EU treated cities differently?

There have been many discussions on these topics recently. Cities have been given additional time to fulfil the EU air quality requests since they have failed to achieve the targets in time. On the other side 400.000 people is dying each year due to fine particles in the air respectively the life expectancy if for 9 months shorter and this is not to be neglected.

Which good practices have been already transferred?

We have three levels of forecasting the air pollution. Some cities already have tools for modelling whereas the other is still lacking reliable and consistent measurement of air pollution. So we need to come to common ground there first. Without adequate measurements we cannot know whether the measures for improving air quality are adequate or not.

However some cities are already reporting how many CO2 from traffic they have reduced. Are they acting for sake of reduction of pollution, too?

There is not a single »magic« measure. Each city needs to test as many different measures to reduce traffic as possible as well as to reduce air pollution from industry and households. In Rome one should pay to enter the city centre by car and the same is in Milan. This is however for legal reasons not possible in Paris. So in Paris they are making streets narrower for cars and wider for buses and cyclist.  And the traffic has been reduced for on quarter.

What are doing Maribor and Ljubljana?

Maribor is preparing inventory of air pollutants. For Ljubljana I do not know yet. Tomorrow I will see the presentation first.

Does the air pollution lost its weight also because of economy crises?

In spite of economy crisis for many citizens in many cities the air quality is an important issue. They feel it when the walk around in city or when go to work. In Milan there has been a legal suit against the mayor because he has not done enough against air pollution.

For reducing SO2 emissions the filters have been placed on coal power plants. Is this also a solution for other air pollutants?

The filters are not ultimate solution but the change of habits is necessary. Filters are demanding larger own energy use and are provoking emissions of other pollutants. Everything is connected. In the future electric cars can lead toward reduction of electricity or old-fashioned polluting thermal plants needs to be switched on again. The same happens during sharp winters. And then we have more fine particles in the air. By burning biofuels the emission of formaldehydes are increased and this are precursors for ground level ozone. However it the consumption can be decreased this is good both for the air as well as for the climate.

In certain countries they still claim that to solve the traffic they need to construct more roads

This was prevailing till 1990s. However a new approach in the city is quite opposite. They deliberately create additional traffic jams in order to reduce the number of the cars on the streets. 

